[Yunus Emre] by unknown
Yunus Emre is the first recorded native poet of the Western Turks,
The biographers say that Yunus was unlettered, that his talent was 
the direct gift of God, " Prom the words he uttered in the ballad- 
style in the Turkish tongue containing subtle points ahd allusions and 
excellencies, it is clear and manifest that he had a perfect knowledge 
of the Divine mysteries and had an exalted station in the perception 
of the Unity,”
The poetry of Yunus Emre consists of something over six hundred couplets 
in mesnevl verse and a diwan of between three and four hundred ghazels.
In matter, the poems are exclusively transcendental, Yunus was a 
thorough going mystic. What appears to have impressed him most profoundly 
is the stupendous conception of the ultimate Unity of all things, We 
clearly see in the work of this poet the influence of the master spirit 
of the age Mevlana-Jelal-ud-Din, Yet Yunus had practically no model,
Yunus is a lyric writer, and there was no lyric poetry in Western 
Turkish, The mere fact that his verses are in the native and not Persian 
metres, was enough to make Latifi and Hasan Chelebi exclude him altogether 
from their memoirs. But there is abundant evidence in the Diwan to show 
that Yunus was not only perfectly familiar with the philosophy of 
Jelal-ud-Din, but was thoroughly acquainted with the theological lore 
of his time. All that we can say is that his verse, remarkable in any 
case,- Is doubly wonderful if it be the work of a man so ignorant.
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